Western Michigan University

ScholarWorks at WMU
WMU President John Dunn

Office of the President

2-23-2015

Phi Epsilon Kappa Induction
John M. Dunn
Western Michigan University, john.dunn@wmich.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dunn
Part of the Higher Education Commons

WMU ScholarWorks Citation
Dunn, John M., "Phi Epsilon Kappa Induction" (2015). WMU President John Dunn. 749.
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dunn/749

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access
by the Office of the President at ScholarWorks at WMU. It
has been accepted for inclusion in WMU President John
Dunn by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
WMU. For more information, please contact wmuscholarworks@wmich.edu.

Dr. John M. Dunn
Phi Epsilon Kappa Induction
Feb. 23, 2015
• Congratulations to all of you who are being inducted into Phi Epsilson Kappa this
evening. By your accomplishments, you have already shown that you will be
leaders in our profession. And you've demonstrated that you are embracing this
discipline in a way that will honor your department and our University for many
years to come.
I've had the good fortune to be part of this discipline for more than 40 years in
higher education as a faculty member, undergraduate and graduate adviser,
department chair, assistant dean, associate provost, dean, provost and now
president. What our discipline offers is second to none and you should be
incredibly proud to be a part of the profession and ready to make and be proud of
its important contributions.
• I know you are aware and have incorporated our institutional mantra of being a
learner-centered, discovery-driven and globally engaged university. The
organization you are joining this evening will help you leverage all of those
qualities in ways that will enhance your knowledge and abilities. I know from
personal experience that you are entering a world of opportunities for professional
growth, leadership development, lasting friendships and peer-to-peer support.

• You are preparing for your profession and careers at a time that is both fraught
with challenge and rich with opportunity. For a while, we witnessed an alarming
decrease in the number of physical education opportunities for children in our K-

12 systems. That occurred at the same time our adult population was realizing the
importance of health and fitness to total personal growth and wellness.
Today, the pendulum has swung back a bit. Fitness and nutrition are regaining their
toehold in our schools and gaining new recognition for the important role they play
in children's physical and academic health. Research avenues are wide open for
young professionals like you.
There's so much we still need to to learn about, and I expect you will be the ones
who will explore:
• The relationship between physical competence (motor skills), learned in
school physical education classes, and physical activity participation
throughout the lifespan;
• The relationship between school physical education and physical activity
participation outside of physical education class during the K-12 school
years; and
• The relationship between school physical education and school behavioral
and learning outcomes.

• I believe your future is bright, and I believe our profession's future is even
brighter with young people like you ready to enhance our national presence, pick
up the pace on our commitment to diversifying our ranks, and reaffirm our
commitment to the highest standards of civility and respect in every setting.
• I am a physical educator, proud of my roots and deeply indebted to my education
and the mentors who have kindly helped me in my personal and professional

development. I hope you feel the same about your mentors, and I hope you pay it
forward by resolving to be a mentor to those who come after you.
Thank you for providing your faculty members and me with such confidence for
the future. We'll be watching you with great pride.

